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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
 

Dear Fellow Residents, 
 

 
 
I am writing this before the long Labor Day weekend
knowing that next week it will be back to school buses,
little ones with backpacks bigger than themselves, and
even more leaf blowers sounding off.  After a summer free
of street work, WSSC, which promised to start replacing
sewer pipes this spring, has yet to show-perhaps a blessing.   As you will see later
in the newsletter, PEPCO's promise that the new street lights would go up in August
is now saying maybe September.  Hopefully this will be their final delay.
 
This is the time of the year when the Village does its fall tree planting.  The Village
does have a Tree Subsidy Program to offset the cost and encourage the planting of



trees on private property.  You can find details of the program on the Village
webpage under the Tree Subsidy Program subsection on the home page, which
has a brochure and application for the program.
 
And new for this fall: leaf vacuuming.  Some residents would prefer having their
leaves picked up bulk style from the curb rather than bagging them, so the Village is
committed to a one-year test program.  Details of the program will be coming
shortly.
 
And finally, the Annual Village Survey will be sent to you shortly.  Please take time
to fill it out-we need the guidance of the residents to be sure we are delivering the
right quality and quantity of services residents expect.

 

Drive with care-remember the little ones!
 

 -- Richard
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09/04/2017:           Labor Day (Village Office Closed)

09/09/2017:           Bulk Trash Pickup



09/21/2017:           Council Meeting 7:30PM
09/27/2017:           Election Committee Meeting 8:00PM

10/09/2017:           Columbus Day (Village Office Open)
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 HOT TOPICS
 

POLICE

As the school year starts, undoubtedly you will begin to see more school buses
on the road.  Some people are surprised to know that, in addition to automated
speed and red light enforcement, Montgomery County deploys several hundred
school buses with automated traffic enforcement cameras.  These will
photograph and ticket violators who illegally pass a school bus.
 
We are often asked what a driver's obligations are when driving past a school
bus.  Most people know that, when the stop sign and flashing lights are
displayed, a driver may not pass a school bus traveling in the same direction as
the passing vehicle.  But what about in the other direction?  As a rule, if there is
no solid barrier between travel lanes, a driver may not pass a school bus while
traveling in the opposite direction.  So, for example, the double yellow lines on
Brookville Road are not a solid barrier.  However, some parts of Rockville Pike
have a solid grass/cement median strip between northbound and southbound
lanes.  On those parts of Rockville Pike, opposite traffic from a school bus would
not be required to stop for a school bus, even if a stop sign and flashing lights
were displayed.  Because of their important cargo, school buses are provided
special protections that other types of vehicles don't have.
 
Violations of these protections are taken seriously, so remembering the rules
involving buses keeps everyone safe, and prevents receiving a costly citation. 
 



 
 
 - Nick Picerno, Village Police Office
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
 

Election Committee 
     

 
The Election Committee held its first meeting on August 22nd. The next meeting is
scheduled for September 27th at 8:00 pm. As with any meeting, all residents are
welcome to attend!



 
 
Community Engagement Committee 
     
 
The Community Engagement Committee has launched 4 task forces:

 

Communications, Street Team, Kids' Engagement and Events.
 

The Communications Task Force set up a Martin's Additions Facebook Group
(VMACommunity) to provide another mode of engagement for residents;

 

The Street Team has successfully recruited Street Captains for all streets in the
neighborhood (except Shepard!);

 

The Kids' Engagement Task Force is running an online art gallery to display art by
VMA kids, featuring VMA subjects (send a photo of art work
to chrisrschrader@gmail.com to be included in the gallery); 

 

The Events Task Force is starting to sketch out a calendar of existing and new
events.  Anyone who would like to support on the Halloween party, or get involved
more generally with the Community Engagement Committee, please email Lauren
Biel (lauren@dcgreens.org).  Meeting schedule for the Committee will be posted on
listserv, Facebook page and Village emails.
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SPOTLIGHT

Leaf Bag and Leaf Vacuuming Services This Fall

This year, in addition to providing leaf bags for residents, the Village will be providing
leaf vacuuming services, beginning in October. The Village has selected Lee's Trees,
which has provided the same service in Section 5 for many years. We are still
finalizing a schedule, but we anticipate pickups beginning in October and lasting until
mid-December, depending on weather.



As we work out the details with Lee's Trees we will pass on more detailed instructions
on how exactly the leaf vacuuming will work - but the gist of it is that Lee's Trees will
send a three-man crew in a leaf vacuuming truck around the Village. It will likely take
about two days to complete the entire Village. Residents who wish to have leaves
vacuumed will be responsible for raking them to the sidewalk/curb edge.

Also, as mentioned, the Village will provide leaf bags for residents if they so desire.
Waste Management will continue to do yard clipping pickups on Mondays, as they
have always done.

Please contact the office by Friday, September 8 if you wish to opt out of receiving
leaf bags this year by calling 301-656-4112 or emailing MartinsAdditions@gmail.com.

Back To Top

NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE OFFICE
 

Overhanging Vegetation into the Sidewalk:
Because the summer has been wetter than usual, some of the vegetation in the
Village has grown perhaps more than we are used to. We have had a couple of
instances in the Village where shrubbery or small trees have encroached into the
right-of-way in a way that impedes pedestrian traffic. Please be mindful of
pedestrians, and keep sidewalks and rights-of-way clear for pedestrians and others
using the sidewalk.
 
Street Lights: Unfortunately, PEPCO has had a delay in getting its materials to build
our new streetlights, which has led to a delay in work beginning in the Village.
Originally, we had expected work to begin by around this time, but now they expect to
receive all of their materials by September 8, and hope to begin either the week of
September 11, or the following week. We will provide another update at the
September 21 Council Meeting.
 
This project has been in the works for many years, so while the long wait is
frustrating, it is exciting that we are coming to its culmination. And although there have
been delays, the upside is that the total cost of the project is expected to come in
significantly under-budget. In addition, the Village's lighting bill should be reduced as
we move to more energy-efficient lights. The streetlights will also make our streets
safer, eliminating dark spots and distributing light more evenly.
 
Halloween: As we move into fall, the Village will begin putting together plans for the
Halloween celebration. We have begun reaching out to vendors - expect some of the
staples of years' past, such as pizza, ice cream, pumpkin decorations, costume
parade, etc. And we hope to add a few new wrinkles to keep it fresh and exciting! If
you wish to volunteer to help, please let our office know either by phone or email - we



are always appreciative of, and rely on, the kindness of Village residents to help with
set-up, taking things down, supervising stations, etc.
 
WSSC Returns: As you may recall (or deal with on a daily basis...), a few streets in
the Village were not repaved in anticipation of WSSC returning to the Village,
unfortunately - sewer line repairs this time!!! Residents on those streets: you have not
been forgotten! We will double back and get that work done on your streets once
WSSC is finally out of our hair, hopefully for a long while.
 
WSSC originally anticipated work to begin in the late summer, but they have run into
some issues on the contracting end of the work, so they have still not selected a
contractor. They are now anticipating work to begin in late September or early
October. Before any work begins they will have a public outreach meeting to go over
plans and what to expect. We will make sure to keep you informed of any
developments.
 
Noise and Construction Hours:  Spring and summer often mean an up-tick in
construction projects and other outdoor work in the Village. Just a reminder that the
Village follows Montgomery County's Noise Law, which allows for 65 dBA (decibels)
during the daytime, and 55 dBA at nighttime. An example that may violate that section
of the law might include lawn-mowing at night, for example. This sheet might also give
you an idea of what those numbers roughly translate to. Typically the Village suggests
contacting the County if there is a noise disturbance because they have the
equipment to assess decibel levels and the resources to issue citations. If you wish to
report a noise violation, you can contact Montgomery County 3-1-1 during regular
business hours, or the non-emergency police line at 301-279-8000 during non-
business hours. There is also a two-party complaint form found online on the
Montgomery County website. 
 
The rules for construction are slightly different, and are handled a little differently too.
Construction in the Village shall not commence prior to 7:00 am on Monday through
Friday, and 9:00 am on Saturday and Sunday; and must end no later than 9:00 pm
Monday through Thursday, and 7:00 pm Friday through Sunday, and on federal
holidays. Between 7:00 am and 5:00 pm on weekdays, construction work is allowed to
get up to 75 dBA, and up to 85 dBA if there is a Montgomery-County approved noise
suppression plan for the project. Again, if you would like to report a violation you can
contact the County. You can also inform the Village office, which can also issue
citations for working beyond permitted construction work hours.

http://www.industrialnoisecontrol.com/comparative-noise-examples.htm
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/contact/noise.html


2016 Resident Directory:  Extra copies are available in the Village office. The
directory is published every two years, so the next update will be available in 2018.
The Village is beginning to compile contact info for the 2018 directory. We would like
to get information from everyone this year to make sure we are up-to-date. Please
stay tuned for more information.

Permitting: Please remember to contact the Village office before beginning any work
to verify permitting requirements. Work performed on your property may require
permits from the Village as well as from Montgomery County. See the "Building
Blocks" section of the newsletter for the latest!   
 
Moving?  Residents of VMA are encouraged to contact the office to have temporary
No Parking signs posted in front of their home when moving out of the Village or when
expecting a large truck delivery. We have implemented a new system whereby
residents fill out a form that can be submitted via email or in person (available on the
Village website), so that there is no confusion about moving dates/times.

Other items:

To receive Constant Contact notifications from the Village Council, the
committees, and the office (i.e., any official communication from your Village
government), please contact the Village office. This is the best way to receive
information on waste pickup, snow removal, and Council and committee
meetings.

To receive a paper copy of Martin's Edition in the mail, please contact the Village
office. 

Back To Top
   
BUDGET CORNER

 

State law requires that a certified auditor annually review the financial records of
Maryland's municipalities, including Martin's Additions. The Village's annual audit for
fiscal year 2017 (ending June 30, 2016) is currently underway. Once completed, the
Village will receive a review, which describes our revenues and spending, assets and
liabilities, and the overall financial situation. We will post the report on the Village's
Web site when it becomes available in the coming months.
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DRAFT AGENDA FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
 



Village of Martin's Additions
Council Meeting

7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor)
 Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263

 
Draft Agenda for September 21, 2017

 
             
 

7:30PM Call to Order: Krajeck

Opportunity for Council to Hear Residents' Comments:
Krajeck

 
Committee Updates: Marty Langelan (Election
Committee); Lauren Biel (Community Engagement
Committee)
Action on Council Meeting Minutes of July 20, 2017:
Krajeck

 
Discussion on Annual Survey: Hill

Financial Matters, including Treasurer's Report:
Alexander
Manager's Report, including Leaf Vacuuming Contract,
and Pepco and Website Updates: Trollinger

 
 Opportunity for Council to Hear Residents' Comments:

Krajeck
 

9:00 PM
 

Adjournment: Krajeck
 

Click here to listen to a recording of the July 20th meeting. The written copy of the
minutes are also available online here.
 
Back To Top

 

 LITTLE KNOWN FACT 
 

The Village office provides notary services free-of-charge to
Martin's Additions residents. If you wish to have something
notarized, please simply call ahead and bring the item you
wish to have notarized, and a government-issued ID.
 

Back To Top
 

 

http://martinsadditions.org/2017-minutes-of-village-council-meetings/
http://martinsadditions.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Minutes-for-Council-Mtg-on-7.20.2017-draft.pdf


BUILDING BLOCKS

BUILDING ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT
 
6701 Brookville Rd.
 
The applicant has submitted a building permit application to add an addition at the
rear of the existing house. The staff has completed a preliminary review of the
application and is waiting for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting
Services building permit approval.
 
6809 Brookville Rd.
 
The staff has issued a permit to remove and replace the existing driveway. Work
has begun.
 
7210 Chestnut St.
 
Montgomery County had previously issued a demo permit and the applicant had
applied for a demo permit from the Village. They then decided to put the project on
hold. The Montgomery County demo permit will expire soon. The owners will be
renewing the Montgomery County demo permit and posting the bond for the Village
demo permit this fall. The staff requested the owners to keep the property neat, free
of debris, and the grass cut, until the demo begins.
 
7219 Chestnut St.
 
The homeowner placed stones tiles over the top of the existing concrete lead
sidewalk. A right of way license agreement was prepared for that portion of the
sidewalk in the Village right of way. We are waiting for the homeowner to return the
executed and notarized agreement, which will be recorded in the land records at
Montgomery County.
 
3405 Cummings La.
 
The staff has issued a permit to remove the existing shed at the rear of the lot. The
applicant has also submitted an application to add a two-story addition to the side
and rear of the house. Staff has reviewed the application, and is awaiting approval
from Montgomery County.
 



 
7210 Delfield St.
 
The homeowner has planted rose bushes and other plants, outside the new fence
at the front of the property and within the Village right of way. A right of way license
agreement was prepared for the plantings in the Village right of way. We are waiting
for the homeowner to return the executed and notarized agreement, which will be
recorded in the land records at Montgomery County.
 
6702 Melville St.
 
The Village has issued a building permit to enclose the breezeway between the
existing house and garage. The work is ongoing.
 
 
3404 Shepherd St.
 
An application has been submitted to add a second floor, a covered front porch, and
a covered patio to the existing house. The application has been reviewed. The staff
has issued a Village building permit and the work is proceeding. The staff has
received a building height survey and verified that the building is adheres to Martin's
Additions code.  
 
7200 Summit Ave.
 
The building permit for a bay window has been issued.

 
3405 Thornapple St.
 
The staff issued a building permit to relocate the existing house to the adjacent lot
and add improvements to the old structure. The improvements include a new curb
cut and driveway. The work has begun and the existing house has been moved to
the adjacent lot. WSSC has begun setting up service to the new home. The Village
has not received any application to build a new house on the 3407 site.
 
3405 Turner Lane
 



The applicant has submitted a building permit application to the Village to remove a
portion at the rear of the existing house and add a new addition in its place. The
staff has completed a preliminary review and is waiting for the MCDPS building
permit approval.
 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) - North Delfield St.
 
The staff has contacted the MCDOT maintenance department about repairing the
existing storm drain inlet at the north end of North Delfield St. MCDOT is not sure
who owns the damaged inlet and they are still investigating the situation.
 
Maryland State Highway Administration (MSHA) - Brookville Road
 
MSHA maintenance staff is investigating the water ponding at the northeast corner
of Brookville Rd. and Bradley La. MSHA was recently contacted and they are still
looking into a solution for the ponding water.
 
A Morton Thomas (AMT) GIS Update
 
AMT last updated the Village GIS computer data in 2014. We are presently
compiling the information for a new update. The update will include the new front
yard construction projects since 2014, the WSSC water main replacement project
from 2012 and 2016, the recent Washington Gas improvements, and any changes
to trees within the Village right of way. The GIS update is on hold. The Village
Request for Proposals has been issued and responses were due by July 15th. The
Village received multiple responses, and is currently reviewing. 

--Doug Lohmeyer, Building Administrator
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HEARD ON THE SIDEWALK
  

WEATHER OUTLOOK: 

The summer of 2017 was overall warmer than normal - and wetter than normal!
June and July were both two degrees above the average temperature and two



inches above average rainfall. August was actually nearly one degree below
normal in temperature, but an inch and 3/4 above typical rain.

Looking ahead to September it looks like it will be cooler and wetter than normal.
September around here is the busiest month for tropical activity, so we'll be
keeping an eye on the tropics.

I hope everyone had a great summer, if not weather-wise, otherwise. As always,
stay in touch with daily forecasts at 202-589-1212, and in Baltimore at 410-235-
1212.

- Keith Allen, Turner Ln
 
Keith Allen, long time resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212
for up-to-the-minute updates.

 
MANNA UPDATE: STILL ON TARGET
 
With Labor Day approaching, the Martin's Addition-Manna project remains on
track. Through the end of August, YTD donations from Villagers of shelf-stable
foods totaled slightly over 3,200 pounds - putting us in a good position to once
again reach the annual goal of 5,000 pounds of donated goods. We'll need a good
September to keep that going.

Now that schools are back in session, Manna will again be providing "smart sacks"
of nutritious food to students who qualify for free or reduced-price breakfasts and
lunches but who may not have enough to eat at home over weekends. (The
backpacks are given out on Fridays at elementary schools throughout
Montgomery County.) So the next time you're grocery shopping for your family,
please keep the less-fortunate children in mind and pick up some extra items such
as juice boxes, applesauce or other fruit cups, peanut butter or cheese crackers,
granola bars and the like.

As always, you can drop contributions in the box at the foot of the stairs to the
Village Office - it's checked regularly - or on the porch of the Kirschtens (3406
Turner Lane) or the Browns (3404 Taylor Street. We'll make sure things reach
Manna in timely fashion.
 
And stay tuned: In late October, we'll once again be collecting for Manna during
the County's annual Week of Service at a table in front of the Brookville Market.
We're not sure of a date as yet but will keep you posted via the newsletter and/or
the listserv as the event draws closer.
 

 
 
Chevy Chase At Home (CC@ H)
  
 
AGING IN AN ERA OF DISRUPTION AND OPPORTUNITY will be the topic of an
evening program on Wednesday, Sept. 6, at 7 p.m.  Howard Gleckman, Senior
Fellow of The Urban Institute, and President of Suburban Hospital's Board of
Trustees, will discuss how we deliver - and receive - aging services in a rapidly

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html


changing political, financial, and demographic environment. He will describe the
key role that villages, such as Chevy Chase At Home, and other community-based
organizations play at a time when we are living longer, public resources are
limited, and families are shrinking.  This is the last of a three part series of lectures
on health-care issues as we age.  At the Chevy Chase Village Hall.
 
Join neighbors at Brunch Bunch on Thursday, Sept. 14, 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the
Olympia Cafe on Brookvllle Road.  Everyone is welcome!
 
On Tuesday, Sept. 19, 2 to 4 p.m., at the CC Village Hall, CC@ H will present
DANCE & MUSIC FOR PARKINSON'S:  MOVEMENT, SONG & COMMUNITY. 
Based on a program developed by the Mark Morris Dance Group, this offers an
enjoyable way for anyone - even someone using a walker - to increase
coordination, flexibility, balance, freedom of movement, and strength.  So come
join the fun!
 
And in September our exercise classes, Gentle Seated Pilates and Balance and
Zumba Gold will resume. Go to www.chevychaseathome.org for information and
to register.
 
SAVE THE DATE - SUNDAY, OCT. 15, 2 TO 3:30 P.M.!  And register now to hear
Alexandra Zapruder discuss her recent book, Twenty-Six Seconds:  A
Personal History of the Zapruder Film.
 
   

 
   

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!
 

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
 A Wider Circle

 Chevy Chase at Home 
 Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 
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CONTACT INFO

COUNCIL
 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Richard Krajeck,
Chairman

 

301-654-3663
 

rkrajeck@hotmail.com
 

http://awidercircle.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:rkrajeck@hotmail.com


Tiffany Cissna,
Vice Chairman

 

301-656-4112
 

 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com

Arthur Alexander,
Treasurer

 

301-718-9787
 

arthur.alexander@att.net
 

Susan Fattig,
Secretary

 

301-951-9578
 

susan.fattig@gmail.com
 

Katya Hill,
Member-at-Large

 

301-718-1920
 

ka2shaz@gmail.com
 

OFFICE STAFF
 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Matt Trollinger,
Village Manager

301-656-
4112

martinsadditions@gmail.com
 

Tina Lurie, Assistant
Village Manager 

 

301-656-
4112

assistantvma1@gmail.com
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